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of the Polish Succession, the War of the Austrian Succession,
the Seven Years War. The Spanish Succession War, however,
was really an inheritance from the previous century, and be-
longs to die age of Louis XTV. Just as the nineteenth century,
as a political and cultural epoch, ends in 1914 when the twen-
tieth century really begins, so the eighteenth century on the
Continent begins with the death of Louis XIV in 1715. After
that time war on the grand scale was rare in Europe, and but
for Frederick the Greats breach of the public peace in his
attack on Silesia in 1740 might have been eliminated altogether.
After 1763 there was no general European war; the monarchs
were bent on avoiding it. At the end of the period the Triple
Alliance of England, Prussia, and Holland seemed to be the
last necessary assurance of stability on the Lower Rhine and
Scheldt, which had been the subject of so many of the old
wars. There was not, and seemed unlikely ever to be, an
* Alsace-Lorraine * question.
Thirdly, the eighteenth century was very slowly, gradually,
by natural adaptation (and that is how the thing ought to have
been done), meeting the Industrial Revolution. When the
century opened there was a satisfactory—it might be said a
perfect—balance between man and nature. The economy of
Europe was based on agriculture in the country, on crafts and
merchandising in the towns. About the middle of the century
water-power was being applied to craftsmanship and industry
on an increasing scale. Thirty years kter the improvements
being made by James Watt in the application of steam-power
were beginning to make themselves felt. The whole process,
however, was very gradual; there was really no Industrial
Revolution in the eighteenth century. Revolution means
sudden, unexpected, unprepared change—quick, too-quick,
development. There was no risk of this in the eighteenth
century until the ' Great War * came in 1792. War, con-
suming goods with abnormal rapidity, forces upon industry
mass production, the expansion of plant, the erecting of new
factories, far beyond the needs of peace activity. It was the
twenty-two years of European war, from 1792 to 1815, which

